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SUBJECT: NO BOYCOTT OF UNIVERSITY EXAMS 
REF: TUNIS 2860 

1. SUMMARY: ELIGIBLE STUDENTS TOOK EXAMS AT UNIVERSITY 
IN ALL FACULTIES EXCEPT SCIENCE AS SCHEDULED MAY 27- 
JUNE 5 .WITHOUT EVENT AND DESPITE FACT THAT IMPRISONED 
STUDENTS DID NOT RECEIVE AMNESTY (REFTEL). FACULTY OF 
LAW INCREASED NUMBER OF PERMISSIBLE UNEXCUSED ABSENCES 
FROM THREE TO FIVE BUT STILL ABOUT ONE-THIRD OF 
FACULTY OF LAW EXCLUDED FROM EXAMS BECAUSE OF TOO 
MANY UNEXCUSED ABSENCES OWING TO STRIKE. THREE FEMALE 
STUDENTS WERE AMNESTIED BY BOURGUIBA ON JUNE 6. 

FACULTY OF SCIENCE EXAMS SCHEDULED FOR JUNE 24 BUT NO 
PROBLEMS ENVISAGED SINCE STRIKE ABSENCES ARE EXCUSED 

IN THIS FACULTY. END SUMMARY. 

2. EXAMS, WHICH WERE GIVEN THIS YEAR FROM MAY 27 TO 
JUNE 5 IN ALL FACULTIES EXCEPT SCIENCE, CAME OFF WITH- 
OUT INCIDENT. VIRTUALLY ALL STUDENTS IN FACULTY OF 
LETTERS PERMITTED TO TAKE EXAMS, AND DID SO. PRIOR 
TO STRIKE, FACULTY OF LAW HAD TAKEN DECISION THAT 
STRIKE ABSENCES WOULD NO LONGER BE CONSIDERED PER- 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 TUNIS 03530 080808Z 

MISSIBLE. HOWEVER, THIS RULING WOULD HAVE EXCLUDED 
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ALMOST ALL STUDENTS FROM EXAMS SO FACULTY INCREASED 
NUMBER OF PERMISSIBLE UNEXCUSED ABSENCES FROM THREE TO 
FIVE WHICH IN EFFECT MEANT THAT TWO WEEKS OF THREE 
WEEK STRIKE DID NOT COUNT AGAINST STUDENTS. (CLASSES 
ONLY MEET ONCE A WEEC.) DESPITE THE INCREASE IN 
OERMITTED ABSENCES, APPROXIMATELY ONE-THIRD OF LAW 
FACULTY WERE BARRED FROM EXAMS. EXAMS IN FACULTY OF 
SCIENCE HAVE BEEN POSTPONED UNTIL JUNE 24 TO ALLOW 
STUDENTS TO MAKE UP MISSED CLASS WORK. VIRTUALLY ALL 
REMAINING STUDENTS TOOK EXAMS WITHOUT INCIDENT AND 
WITHOUT ANY REPORTED ATTEMPT TO ORGANIZE BOYCOTT. 

THUS, DESPITE DISAPPOINTMENT OF HOPE THAT ARRESTED OR 
CONVICTED STUDENTS WOULD BE GRANTED AMNESTY ON JUNE 1 
LIST (REFTEL) REPORTED PLANS TO BOYCOTT EXAMS WERE 
QUIETLY SHELVED. THERE IS NO REPORT OF ANYTHING BUT 
NORMAL CONDITIONS AT THE OTHER SMALLER, LESS "ACTIVIST" 
ELEMENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY. ON JUNE 6 PRESIDENT 
BOURGUIBA AMNESTIED THREE FEMALE STUDENTS WHO HAD 
BEEN GIVEN THREE-MONTH SENTENCES IN APRIL TRIAL. 

3. COMMENT: COMPLETE ATTENDANCE AT EXAMS BY STUDENTS 
PERMITTED TO TAKE THEM PROBABLY OWING TWO MAIN FACTORS: 
ON ONE HAND, ADMINISTRATION OF FACULTY OF LAW WAS FREE 
TO DETERMINE HOW MANY STUHENTS WOULD BE EXCLUDED FROM 
EXAMS BY ADJUSTINGTHE LEVEL OF PERMITTED ABSENCES. 

SINCE ORIGINAL LEVEL OF PERMISSIBLE ABSENCES WOULD 
HAVE RESULTED IN EXCLUSION OF MAJORITY OF STUDENTS, 

LEVEL WAS RAISED TO ENABLE MAJORITY TO TAKE EXAMS. 

ON OTHER HAND. EACH INDIIDUAL'S INCENTIVE TO BOYCOTT 
EXAMS IS VERY LOW SINCE EXAMS ALONE DETEMINE WHETHER HE 
GETS CREDIT FOR WHOLE YEAR'S WORK. THESE TWO FACTORS 
COMBINED TO ENSURE THAT THOSE PERMITTED TO TAKE EXAMS 
DID SO. AS ONE STUDENT SAID " THE ONE THIRD EXCLUDED 
FROM EXAMS HAVE LOST. BECAUSE THEY’RE ONLY A MINORITY." 
THESE STUDENTS WILL BE PERMITTED TO TAK THE MAKE-UP 
EXAMS IN THE FALL WITH THOSE WHO FAIL THE FIRST EXAM. 

HAD A MAJORITY NOT TAKEN EXAMS IN ANY FACULTY IT WOULD 
HAVE BEEN A MORAL VICTORY FOR THE STUDENT STRIKE 
LEADERSHIP, WHICH IS WHAT THE AUTHORITIES PROBABLY 
SET OUT TO PREVENT. REFUSAL OF GOT TO GRANT STUDENTS 
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AMNESTY RE-EMPHASIZES SERIOUSNESS WITH WHICH GOT AND 
BOURGUIBA TOOK STUDENT DISORDERS AND STRIKE THIS YEAR. 
GOT PROBABLY FELT AMNESTY AT THIS TIME WOULD BE TAKEN 
AS SIGN OF SOFTENING ATTITUDE. REFUSAL MAY HAVE BEEN 
INTENDED AS SIGNAL TO STUDENTS THAT BOURGUIBA WILL 
NOT BARGAIN ON LAW AND ORDER MATTERS. HOWEVER, WE 
WOULD NOT BE SURPRISED TO SEE REMAINING STUDENTS 
GRANTED AMNESTY LATER, PERHAPS ON PRESIDENT'S BIRTHDAY, 
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AUGUST 3. AMNESTY OF THREE FEMALE STUDENTS IS INDI- 
CATION THIS MAY BE IN WORKS SINCE THEIR SENTENCES 
WOULD HAVE BEEN OVER BEFORE AUGUST 3. 

OIENKEN 
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